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ABSTRACT

Congenital heart disease is a chronic disease with high
prevalence in children. Now the survival rate is increasing due to
advances in medical science. However, the children need appropriate
care from their mothers in order to maintain their health. The
purposes of this study were 1) to investigate the maternal
perception of disease and the maternal caring behaviors for their
children 2) to study the correlation between maternal perception of
disease, some selected factors and the maternal caring behaviors for
their children. The sample consisted of 120 mothers of 3-6 years old
children with congenital heart disease who brought their children for
follow up at the congenital heart disease clinics at Chulalongkorn
Hospital, Children Hospital and Siriraj Hospital. Data collection was
done by using 2 sets of questionnaires: maternal caring behaviors for
children with congenital heart disease and maternal perception of

congenital heart disease. Data were analysed by using percentage,



mean, standard deviation and Pearson's Product Moment Correlation
Coefficient.

The results were as follow:

1. Most of the mothers peceived correct information related
to disease and child care.

2. There was a positive significant correlation between
maternal perception of disease, education 1level, family income,
maternal age and maternal caring behaviors for children with
congenital heart disease at the level of .001, .01, .01 and .05
(r=.5431, .2454, .2831 and .1741). The was no significant correlation
between maternal occupation, duration of caring and maternal caring
behaviors for children with congenital heart disease.

From the results of this study, it is shown that maternal
perception of disease, education level, family income and maternal
age influenced maternal caring behaviors for children with congenital
heart disease. Thus, the recommendation for nursing are that nurses
should be concerned about the mothers with low income, low eduction
and younger age by nproviding them more information related

to appropriate performance for children with congenital heart disease.





