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CHANTHABOON MAT: CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL CASE STUDY OF
BANGSAKAO VILLAGE , LAEMSINGHA DISTRICT, CHANTHABURI PROVINCE
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ABSTRACT

No one knows when Mats were first produced and who was the first mat producing
nationality. Even Encyclopedia Britanica has no introduction to any kind of mats story. The
references of mat making could be concerned that Asian countries have been using mats for a
long time. Wheat or other kinds of grass have been woven into mats which are called by the
old Chinese word " Shao-Chiang" meaning technique of grass interlace.

Thai peoples behavior involves sitting and sleeping on the floor. Guests or visitors
would be hosted with foods and drinks on mats. Cultural religious ceremonies in Buddhism
are all performed on mats, for example, the ordination endowment or other traditions.

Mats are the most functional floor cover for sitting or sleeping. Other purposes
include use as a shelter, sun screen, goods bag or wrapping , etc. Generally, mats are useful
house hold items which have been related to the Thai culture. There is a common word
"Feeding and lay down the mat " regularly said all the time. This word is used when guests
are coming, and the foods and place of welcome must be prepared (on mats).

The Thai wove mats a long time ago. His majesty King Chulalongkorn (King Rama
the Fifth) wrote a document about mats and the variety of Chanthaburi type mats while he

visited Chanthaburi province.



Nathama Asarak and Poradee Panparkomn, the researchers, have interviewed many
professional mat weavers. The senior mat weaver talked about the interlace technique in
Chanthaburi having been developed at least 80-100 years ago. The first group of weavers was
a Catholic group living around the Vietnamese church or the Catholic church.

Chanthaburi community live by gardening and farming. The other profession is
precious stone and gem mining. Fundamentally, gem mining was not an interesting trade, but
lately the occupation has grown due to high profits which have made Chanthaburi go toward
large jewelry market. Many mat weavers changed to be gem people and Mat production
started to disappear.

Some years before1957, special handy craft such as mat weaving began to increase in
popularity. Her majesty the Queen Rumpaipannee of King Rama the Seventh founded the
regional palace at Chanthaburi(Institute of Rajabhat Rumpaipannee at present). She
encouraged and supported her associates to develop the technique of interlace. She developed
the design, color dying and applied mats function to be more useful, such as carry bags, table
covers, etc. Since then, Chanthaburi mats have become a point of interest and are growing in
popularity.

When Chanthaburi mats returned to the market, instead of Vietnamese group who did
before, the outside people of Lao village, Khmer village and Ban Bangsakao continued mat
production. These villages have as their agricultural resources the raw material themselves.
Some of them changed to other professions, but Ban Bangsakao continued to produce mats

until present and develop their interlace technique.





