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The study of adolesce,lrt sexral behavior in Viet Nam is of great interest to

social researchers as sexual behavior, particularly amorg adolescents, is changing

along with social and economic dwelopment. This study attempts to model the factors

that influence premarital sexral behavior among male students. [Jsing data collected

from 800 single male students by face to face interviews from a survey of reproductive

behavior of rrnmarried urban students aged 17-24 in 8 universities in Ha Noi and Ho

Chi Mnh city of Viet Nam, The study also provides reoomme,ndations to policy

makers and educators to dwelop appropriate curricula and materials to help students

increase their knowledge, and to help themto engage in more responsible and safe sex

behavior.

Overall, the results indicate that the saryle comes from largely stable familisg

and have pare,lrts with relatively high education. Many of ttre reqpondents are living

apart from ttreir families. The findings show that adolesce,lrts seem to be relatively

liberal and ope,n-minded in their attitudes towards sex and senral behavior. However,

most reqponde,lrts do not accept casual sexral relationshiFs. I(nowledge about

contraception is limited, but most reqponde,lrts had good knowledge about

STDYTIIV/AIDS. Only 14.8 per cent of reqpondents reported having had sexuall

intercourse. The mean age of first se:aul experience is relatively high (19.5 years old). 
i

Fa∝ors in■umcing■epractice ofpremttd sexlld activity are backgromdl
chtta∝ enstics,attitudes toward sex and knowlette about comraception,andl
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parents ttd clrrent living situatioll are∝ attitudes toward sex ttd prelllattal sex hl

b市ariate anaサ sis,but these ere∝s were reduced,and even elimintted,when otheri

variabbs tte ent∝ed h ie llloddo Mothぽ s education had no signincant e詭 ∝ onl

attitudes toward sex and practice of sexlld activity before lllarrlage in both b市 a五江el

and mult市 ariate analysis.                      :

I(nowledge of contraception and STDilI{IV/AIDS had no significant effect
on eitler attitudes or premarital senral behavior. Attitudes toward premarital sex and

casual sex have strong sigrrificant relationships-with sexual experience before marriage.

Althot'gh perceived attitudes ofpeers toward premarital sex had a strong effect itself,

and combined with background variables, it had no statistically significant effect whe,n

all variables were entered into the model and appears to be operate through the effect
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