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The purposes of this study were to investigate the consciousness level and
factors affecting consciousness of water resource conservation of the youths, and to
provide recommendations about the conservation of water resources. The factors
investigated in the study were personal and stimulating factors comprising gender,
age, activity participation, attitude, grade point average (GPA), reception of
information from media, and knowledge about the conservation of water resources.
For data collection, a questionnaire was distributed to a sampled group of 392 youths.
The data was then analyzed and presented statistically by using frequency, percentage,
mean, and standard deviation. The correlation between personal and stimulating
factors and their consciousness of water resource conservation was done by the
Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) and Multiple Classification Analysis (MCA).
The data was processed by SPSS for Windows (version 10.05).

The results of the study revealed that the consciousness of water resource
conservation of the youths was at the high level. The factors about attitude toward the
conservation of water resources and the reception of information from media caused
effects on their consciousness of water resource conservation with statistical
significance at the level of 0.01 and 0.05 respectively. When using MCA, it was found
that attitude toward the conservation of water resources was in line with the
consciousness of water resource conservation. Among the media, the reception of
information about water resource conservation from printed matters affected their
consciousness of water resource conservation more than others.

The study recommends that the education about conservation of natural
resources and the environment, the promotion and support of relevant activities both
in schools and communities, and the campaigns for more participation of communities
about the relevant information should be continuously and thoroughly provided to the
youths and the communities in order to raise their levels of consciousness of water
resource conservation. These activities would establish a sustainable basis for
cooperation among government, private organizations, and the communities.
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