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The research objectives are:

- To study the economic status of disabled who had spinal cord injury

- To compare the pre and post economic status of persons who had spinal cord

injury

This research obtained interviews with 50 disabled people, who lived in Bangkok and
Vicinities (35 males and 15 females) as the sample group. The duration of gathering
information was from May 2002 to August 2002. Most samples were 35-45 years old and
of married status, as 60% of the total sample. As a result, enormous changes in the
economic status of disabled people after injury were exhibited. Of total sample, 92% had
jobs and their own income before injury and 8% of the total sample had no job and no
income. After spinal cord injury, only 38% of the total sample attained the ability to
work and 62% of the total sample lost their ability to work. As for the working disabled
people, this research found that over half of the working disabled people could work as
part-time staff. There were only 12% of the working disabled people worked as full-time
staff. As the information of vocational integration of disabled people after injury, the
changes in economic status were related to their income. Of the total sample, 58% had no
income after injury. Of those earning income, most, 24% of the total sample earned
income in the range of 5,001-10,000 baht a month. The greatest support for disabled
people came from their families, as 35.48% of the total sample. This research indicated
that the disabled people, with complete or incomplete spinal cord injury, had ongoing
medical expenses that related to their spinal cord injury. It was shown 46% of the total
sample spent approximately 1,000 baht a month on their medical expenses.

As for government support for disabled people, 44% of the total sample received
support from social services, social welfare and a new national health care program, “30
baht for all”. This sampling group, as well as other disabled people from spinal cord
injury, expressed their requests for government support in their career opportunities and
professional training, as 70% of the total sample. Of the total sample, 60 % requested to
have one or more government organizations as their job agencies, which could arrange for
them suitable jobs for their current capabilities.
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