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The objectives of this research are to study 1) the strategies of consciousness of
conservation in the community forest. 2) The conscious process of conservation in
the community forest. 3) The participatory conservation activities concerning the
community forest and 4) The factors which affected the consciousness in
conservation in the community forest. The data was collected in Ban Tha Wang Sai,
Tambon Wangmi, Amphoe Wangnamkhiew, Nakhonratchasima Province. The
method of the study was qualitative, using interview and questionnaires with 170
residents of Ban Tha Wang Sai.

The results of the study found that

1) The strategies of consciousness were to appoint a committee of the
community forest, construct some local rules and set up penalties for the community
forest. The villagers have participated in conservation, and the people have belief in
Buddhism and animism.

2) The conscious process was based on the thinking that the daily life of the
people depends upon the community forest. Therefore the people have to protest
against the concessions given by the local leader for all work on the forest which
will affect the environment.

3) Interms of the participation of the people, it was found that the local leader
takes of part in all actitities whereas the people take part only in the operation of
growing the trees.

4) The factors which affect the consciousness include many factors : external
factors are the development of the state, concessions to work the forest, Wildlife
Foundation Thailand, Agricultural Land Reform Office, Plant Center no. 4, while
social, economic and educational factors also had an effect. The internal factors are
the structure of the society and culture in the community, including the local leader
and the benefit of the forest.

The suggestions following from the study are that the committee support the
people’s development of knowledge on the forest and make management in the
organization, such as position and function, clear. The suggestions for further study
are to study the other community forests around the KhaoYai National Park and
conduct other quantitative research or participatory action research on the
community forest.






