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This study aimed to develop an internet-based interactive learning program to
teach Thai conversation to foreigners. The program offers a choice to learn to speak
Thai through the internet rather than using books, tape cassettes, or sitting in a
classroom. This program was also able to interact with the learners so that they would
be able to effectively gain knowledge and skills from the lessons and also access the
program from anywhere in the world.

This program was developed by gathering suitable course content using some
parts of Elementary Thai for Foreigners from the Institute of Language and Culture for
Rural Development, Mahidol University. Then the user interfaces were designed by
using a storyboard and the program was evaluated for efficiency through a pre-test and
post-test. The users’ opinions of the program were collected by questionnaire.

The interactive learning program was constructed using Macromedia Flash 5.0,
Microsoft Windows 98 as an operating system, Metacreation Poser 4.0 and
Macromedia Dreamweaver 5.0 for graphic and animation presentation. The completed
program was evaluated by ten foreigners from Clifford Chance Wirot Co.,Ltd. two
parts: a measurement of program efficiency using the pre-post test, and then analysis
of pre-post test scores by statistical method with a 0.05 significance level and
evaluation of the users’ satisfactions to the program using a questionnaire.

The statistical data from the evaluation showed that the learner could
significantly gain more knowledge, skill and ability to speak Thai after finishing the
program. Therefore, this internet-based interactive learning program was efficient
enough to offer another choice for learning to speak Thai.
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