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The objective of this research is to study the fishermen's culture of the lower-Mun-basin
community and the change after the construction of the Pak Mun Dam. The means of achieving this aim
is qualitative analysis involving collection of data by in-depth interviewing and observation of 24

targeted samples. The following conclusion has been reached.

The livelihood of the lower-mun-basin community depends on fish in the Mun river. The
fishermen's culture begins to observe natural phenomenon in each season and studying each fishery
which leads the way to invent fishing tools. For fishing they need their local knowledge to invent
fishing equipment, showing natural skill and knowledge in which each piece of equipment is suitable to
the environment and preserves the environment and fisheries for their descendant. Knowledge of fishing
was taught by the ancestor from each generation. During the ten years when the dam was constructed,
the ecological system of the Mun River changed and resulted in decreasing the amount of fish which
caused some fishermen to lose their income. Some turned to live as agriculturists, others became
laborers. Thus, during this ten years, some fishing tools are lost as well as the local fishery knowledge.
Since April 2001, the cabinet resolved to open all 8 water gates of the dam and allowed research to
study the effect of having a dam or not. After that, it made the ecology and diversity in the Mun River
change because the people could .c;atch fish more than in the past. The people who had stopped fishing
went back to occupy a fishing career. Moreover, the tools, which had been sold or kept, were taken back
to use. The new generations were interested in fishing careers. It means that the indigenous and fishing
culture knowledge will be taught, transferred and continued after being abandoned for 10 years.

This research is limited by time, budget and the method of study. Therefore, information
collected is not complete in every aspect. The author suggests that further study be conducted in 1) the
rights to access resource that have an effect on cultural changes in the lower-Mun-basin community 2)
fishing tools of the lower-Mun-basin community in each season 3) income and traditions lost in fishing
culture after the construction of the Pak Mun Dam.
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