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The objectives of this qualitative study of strengthened people's organization
in Western Region of Thailand are the study: 1) the community dynamics and self-
reliance, 2) the community conditional factors and self-reliance levels, 3) the
strengthened people's organization and major conditional factors and 4) the
strengthened people' s organization related to community self-rel i ance.

Data was collected from in-depth interviews of the major informants, from
chairs of the five people's organizations observed, administrative committees, field
workers, and the administrative committees of the local organizations. Small-group
discussions were also arranged among the advisors of the people's organizations and
he community members that participated in or missed out from the activities; they
were selected by purposive random sampling basis

The findings indicated that the community dynamics in pioneer period were a

sellsufficient economic system and being highly self-reliance on biological needs

with some conditional factors of natural resource fertility from a small number of
population and primary relation. The community dynamics in expansion period were
effected by external factors such as home consumed production pattern changing to
trading, community economic dependency, reduction of self-reliance with more
external supports, and the appearing economic, social and environmental crisis. In the
adaptive period the community dynamics faced to formation of people's organization
for self-reliance, especially provided social welfare and natural resource conservation
for community economic base. However, the conditional factors supporting the
strengthening people's organization were as community leaders, participation, primary
relation, community learning process and external support on learning, human
resource and budget. Moreover, the strengthened people's organization could mainly
create community participation and the learning process for economic and
environmental self-reliance leading to a more sustainable community.
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