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The increase of solid waste production in Bangkok is of great concern.
Environmental education using leaming networks for solid waste management
might lead to changes in the knowledge, attitude and behavior of people handling
solid waste. Participatory training is a type of learning process for developing
human resources to solve problems effectively. In the pursuit of more sustainable
forms of solid waste management participatory approaches for learning and action
have been important. The young population plays a key role in giving knowledge
to others and can extend the learning network for solid waste management
effectively.

The purposes of this study are to create a participatory training module
on solid waste management for youths in secondary school and to evaluate this
module as well as to create of an environmental learning network for managing
solid waste products. The study involved 30 core youths who are studying at Wat-
Nong-Yai school, a secondary school in Bangkok. The Future Search Conference
(FSC), a participatory taining technique, was utilized for the study. Three methods
in this study were used: a documentary study, a quantitative study (frequencies,
percentages, t-test), and a qualitative study-focus goup discussion. The evaluation
of the participatory training module used Kirkpatrick's forn levels of evaluation and
there was an observation of the core youths' ability to atnLyze of environmental
problems and solid waste problems in their communities and an explanation the
options for solving solid waste problems during training.

The study showed that the participatory training module on solid waste
management for youths in secondary school performs adequately even though
there are some components of concern that require improvement to make the
module more interesting and effective.

It is suggested that the module should allow extra fiaining time for
participation in sharing ideas and an opportunity for asking questions and it should
contain more information and activities about techniques for communication. There
is some concern about the qualifications of core youths for the sample. Also,
audiovisual tools should be used in the training program to make presentations
more interesting. The expansion of an environmental learning network by new
members would be interesting in other research areas.
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