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The purpose of this research was to study the scenario of sustainable agriculture
(SA) in Thailand for the next 15 years (2016). The Ethnographic Delphi Future Research
(EDFR) was utilized in data collection process. Twenty-three experts were selected using
snowball sampling method. The experts were interviewed and were required to answer the
questionnaires for two rounds. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics:
Median, Mode and Interquartile range. To analyze the cross-impact, 152 informants who
were administrators and field officers whose work related with SA were selected by
purposive sampling method. The cross-impact questionnaires were analyzed using cross-
impact probability matrix.

The results reveal the scenario of sustainable agriculture according to the
experts’ forecasting in six trends: 1) Learning process, 2) Extension,
3) Research and development, 4) Production, marketing, processing and products,
5) Organization/Institution development, and 6) Natural resources-based management.

It can be concluded that external environments which involve social, cultural,
political, science and technological, economic, ecological, and policy environment will
provide more opportunities for SA in the future. As for the learning process, SA can be
said to be able to strengthen farmers’ organizations and networks, the pattern of which is
diversified and flexible, and can create role models for farmers and communities.
Meanwhile, extension gives great importance on learning process with farmer-centered
development, agro-ecosystem holistic approach, community fund and human resource
development. Research and development concentrate on interdisciplinary approach
through Community-based Action Research, the critical roles of farmers and community
organizations in the SA research, and integrated local wisdom onto the research and
development process. Production, marketing, processing and products should consider the
importance of quality and standard, local wisdom, and self-reliance based on appropriate
technology so as to maintain the environmental soundness. Organization/Institution
development, in addition, will strengthen the capacity of farmers and community
organizations to manage their learning process and community plan in order to arrange the
Agricultural Community Learning Center. Finally, natural resources-based management
will enable the local and its organizations to use the resources properly through the
community’s participation and networks.

The recommendations of the research are that SA policy should be included in
the national agenda on agriculture. Farmers transferring to SA system should gain
agricultural support from the government through groups and learning process. The
curriculum on environmental education in educational institutions should be improved
while human resource development, allocation of resources, and organization
establishment should be promoted. Lastly, SA development should be monitored
systematically and continuously.
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