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The objective of this study was to construct and develop
environmental management standards for town municipalities based on municipal
authorities for public services involved in environmental issues. There were 10
standards which were structural standards (or environmental administrative
systems) and process standards (or an action plan). Established environmental
management standards consisted of environmental policy, planning, implementation
and operation, checking and corrective action, and management review
respectively. The action plan was used to construct standard criteria through
identification of significant environmental aspects associated with significant
environmental impacts and law determination. The study wasa qualitative research
and methods of study were divided into 3 steps as follows :

1. The preliminary standard draft was developed and then used to interview
administrators and operators in 10 town municipalities in every region of the country.
7. Evaluation was conducted by a team of experts and the consistency was
analyzed by mode, median and interquartile range.

3. The evaluated environmental management standards were then used to
determine the performance of 16 town municipalities throughout the country.

The findings showed that :

1. The opinion of experts was mostly consistent (89.04%). In some activities,
the municipality could operate by itself following law determination. Moreover,
some activities couldn’t be operated due to the limitations of experts , equipment
and the budget of the municipality.Some items were modified or taken out.

2. The results of the operational evaluation of environmental management
standards showed that more than 70 percent could follow the standards except for
the second standard which was to maintain water ways and was as low as 43.74
percent ,standard 4 which was to maintain roads, walkways, and public space,
including solid waste and sewage disposal and operated at 59.03 percent and
standard 5 which was to maintain public toilets and operated at 64.03 percent.

The findings. suggest municipal administrators should use standards for
auditing in the municipality to improve the operation and control of environmental
quality and should revise standards to comply with current environmental standards
every two years. The government should follow the municipal law as it was
enacted to maintain correct  practices. The municipality —must show strong
governance and enforce laws strictly for pollution control. Moreover, administrators
should use economic and political policies in environmental management.
Regarding education, the municipality should give environmental education and
empowerment to the community, together with the integration of environmental
education into the school curriculum from the elementary level.
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