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This study addresses the issue of people participation, a development concept
heavily emphasized in The 9™ National Plan. The study focuses on the development
processes of community networks among key leaders of groups and organizations.
In addition, it sets out to investigate factors that contribute to the building of these
networks. The ultimate goal is to create a map of community networks. A qualitative
method is employed and a Tambon (a cluster of villages), an administrative boundary,
the unit of analysis.

It was found that social networks within the study community were formed on
the basis of diverse relationships. They include kinship, neighborhood, friendship and
cliques. Furthermore, relationships could be built among those who shared the same
sphere of interests and activities such as occupation, ceremony, belief and culture.
Group and network coalitions where also found in local schools, temples and social
gatherings that served as informal communication channels. These diverse social ties
gradually developed into formal and permanent collective units or groups.

In the light of this, community networks can be identified in 3 layers of
relations: the community, among active citizens, and among core members of groups.
Finally, factors influencing the building of community networks included the
followings: those diverse foundations of the internal social ties, statuses of groups and
members, leadership, geography and the resource base, “core” community value,
structures and channels of communication, cultural practices, shared benefits
understanding of goals, and new development discourses being debated in Thai
society as a whole.

In harboring strong communities, it is recommended that, firstly, people
should be given the opportunity to participate in community affairs. Secondly,
agencies from outside should be encouraged to coordinate their works in working in
the community. Building community networks with experienced groups and
organizations outside is an important form of community learning and should be
encouraged. Efforts should be made to develop new methods and apply traditional
social communication techniques as to facilitate good relations among individuals
within the community and between them and external agencies. Last but not least,
more research is recommended to explore different types of social networks in other
communities.






