S,

17 MAY 2002

A, 1y n \Q%
A\
4y INFORM N

AidoL NS

THE DETERMINANTS OF UTILIZATION OF MATERNAL
AND CHILD HEALTH SERVICES AFFECTING INFANT
MORTALITY AMONG MUSLIMS IN A SOUTHERN

BORDER PROVINCE OF THAILAND

SUDARAT TEERAWORN
e

With complimerits
of

tafininnds minnmauuiing

--------------------------------------------------------

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT
OF THE REQUIMENTS FOR
THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
(DEMOGRAPHY)
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
2002
ISBN 974-04-1378-1
COPYRIGHT OF MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY

TH
SN
3063
Cid



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis / iv

4036679 PRDE/D: MAJOR: DEMOGRAPHY; Ph.D. (DEMOGRAPHY)
KEY WORDS : MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH SERVICE/ INFANT
MORTALITY/ MUSLIM

SUDARAT TEERAWORN : THE DETERMINANTS OF UTILIZATION
OF MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH SERVICES AFFECTING INFANT
MORTALITY AMONG MUSLIMS IN A SOUTHERN BORDER PROVINCE
OF THAILAND. THESIS ADVISORS: PRAMOTE PRASARTKUL,
Ph.D., CHAI PODHISITA, Ph.D., PIMONPAN ISARABHAKDI. 133 P.
ISBN 974-04-1378-1

The infant mortality rate in Thailand has decreased significantly over the last
three decades. But in the southern border provinces of Thailand, where the majority of
the population are Muslim, the infant mortality rate is higher than the national level.
This study examines the determinants of the utilization of maternal and child health
(MCH) services and the effect of utilization of services on infant mortality among
Muslims in Pattani Province. The study uses both qualitative and quantitative
approaches. The quantitative data are from “The Fertility and Health Survey, Pattani”
conducted in 2000 by Health Promotion Region 12, Yala Province. The qualitative
methods used are in-depth interviews and focus group discussions.

Analysis of the pattern of utilization of MCH services such as antenatal care,
place of delivery and birth attendants of the 1,602 children of women who were born
in the years 1995-1999 suggests that in every age group women access MCH services
at a low level. The rate was lowest among the youngest and the oldest women. There
was an increase in the trend of utilization of MCH services with a health office among
the women whose 5,670 children were born in the years 1979-1999, but less than
half of the women accessed MCH services.

Analysis of data from 1,219 women who bore their last child in the years 1995-
1999 revealed that infant mortality was higher among women aged less than 20 years,
having more than 2 children, with birth intervals less than three years, attending
antenatal care and having delivered with traditional birth attendants at home.

Individual characteristics that had significant positive relationships with
utilization of MCH services were occupation, age at first marriage, residence and
ability to speak Thai. Women whose occupation was merchant or other, who had a
higher age at first marriage, resided in a municipal area and could speak a little Thai
or speak Thai well, were more likely to utilize MCH services such as antenatal care,
delivery at a health facility and attendance at birth by a health officer, than were
women who were housewives, who had a lower age at first marriage, resided in non-
municipal areas and could not speak Thai.

Only household structure and number of household members were
significantly related to utilization of MCH services. Women living in nuclear families
were more likely to attend ANC with health officers than were those women living in
extended families. And women in households with more members were less likely to
deliver at health service units with health officers.
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