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The infant mortality rate in Thaland has decreased signiflcantly over the last

three dccades Butin the southem border pЮ vinces ofThdland,where the m可 oHty Of

the population are Muslim,the infant mortality rate is higher than the national level

This study examines the detellllinants of the utilization of matemal and child health

(MCH)Services and the effect of utilization of s∝ 宙ces on infant mortality alnong

Muslims in  Pattani  Province The study uses both qualitative and quantitative

appЮaches.The quantitative data are from“ The Fe■ ility and Hcalth Survcy,Pattani''

conducted in 2000 by Hcalth Proinotion Region 12,Yala Province.The qualitative

methods used are in‐ depth interviews and focus group discussions.

Analysis of the pattem of utilization of MCH scwices such as antenatal care,

place ofdelivery and birth attendants ofthe l,602 children of women who were bom

in the years 1995‐ 1999 suggests thatin every age group women access MCH services

at a low level.The rate waslowest among the youngest and the oldest women There

was an increase in the trend ofuilization ofMCH services with a health orlce among

the women whose 5,670 children were bom in the years 1979‐ 1999, but less than

halfofthe women accessed MCH services.

Analysis ofdata from l,219 women who bore their last child in thc ycars 1995‐

1999 revealed thatinfant mo■ ality was higher among women aged less than 20 years,

having more than 2 chldren,with bi■h intervals less than three ycars,attending
antenatal care and having delivered with traditional birth attendants at home

hdividual characte五 stics that had signiflcant positive relationships with

utilization of MCH services were occupation,age at rlrst marnagc,residence and

ability to speak Thai.Women whose occupation was merchant or o■ er,who had a
higher age at flrst m面 age,resided in a municipal area and could speak a li■ lc lhd

or speak Thai well,were more likely to utilize MCH sewices such as antenatal care,

del市ery at a health facility and attendance at birth by a health offlcerj than were

women who were housew市 es,who had a lower age at irst m面 age,resided h non‐
mumcipal areas and could not speak Thai

Only housOhold smcture and nurnber of houschold members were
sigmflcantly relatcd to utilization ofMCH services. Women li宙 ng in nuclear families

were more likely to attend ANC with health offlcers ian were those women li宙 ng in

extendod familics. And women in houscholds with more nlembers were less likely to

deliver at heali service units with health offlcers.
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