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Alfhoggh most societies acccpt paticnts' righe, societies are rarely asked for their

implementation, especially in the case of sick prisoners. Tte objective of this research was to examine

whether the services provided to patienb in the Correctional Hospital were performed wift respect for

the patients' riehts. The study oo'mbined desaiptive srrvey and qualitative design (phenomenolory as

nalrralisic inquiry). The sample was m4osed ofprofessional nrrses in the inpatient departnent and

sick prisonen teated in fhe inpatient wards betwesn March 2001 and May 2001. Observations were

made on fieatuenb with respect for fte patienb' rights and the nursing services misnkes. The nurses'

perception was measned on operational proces€q practice concendng patients' righs and input

frctcs, such aS manFor er, the amormt of equipment and dnrgs that affected the nursing operation*

The dab were anab"zed by using percentagp, mea!, Pearson's correlation coefficient, Chi-square, and

content amlysis was conducted for qualitative data

It was found that the overall patients' satisfaction regarding treatuents with respect for

the patients' rights was a1 6 high level by prisoners' prccptions. Similarln profossional nurses'

perception and individual heahents with respect for the patients' rights were 61 a high level.

There was no correlation between the nurses' perceptiors and the teatments with resp€ct for the

patients' rights. Nusing process was not obviously identified as it should be. Moreover, lack of

manpower and lack of follow-up and evaluation of the helpers' prformance resulted in services

mistakes. The qualitative approach shorred that keeping the patients' information confidential

terminal patient and emergency pa.tient managemen! as well as preventing any nursing services

mistakes, needed to be improved.

It is recommended that the health team should detsrmirc policies and operational

sAndards of respect for patienb' righ6. This would result in healh senrice quality for prisoners in

the funre.




