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It has been more than a decade since the AIDS epidernic struck Thailand. As the epidemic
develops, children orphaned by AIDS are becoming an important problem in society. Therefore, tlre
objectives of this study are to describe the situation of AIDS orphans, the attitude of people in the
community toward orphanq the meanings of acceptance of AIDS orphans, the rcasons for
acceptance, the process of acceptance, the care of orphans, and the needs and problems of AIDS
orphans, families and communities, The population of the study was AIDS orphans who had lost
their mothers or fathers or both, all members oftheir families and the persons surrounding thern. The
area of this study was a community in the upper North of Thailand. The research methodolory
combined qualitative and quantitative methods. Qualitative research consisted of observations,
informal interviews, indepth interviews, general group interviews and focus group discussions. The
study was conducted over a period of l0 months. The reseaclrer spqrt lhe ft$ six mords in fte
commmities urd occaskrru[y visibd during the latu four months of fte rcseadr This lurg paiod of'time
spent in dre communities provided tre researr,lrer wiflr oparded opportrnities b colloct de" auantitative
research consised of a srvey of village houslrclds, A stuuctned que$iurraire wirh bdr closed ard open-
uded quesions was used in dah colloction. The questiormaire focused or the siuratim and acc€Etance oI
AIDS orphans. TIte sample sire uas 265

It was found that the number of AIDS orphans was three fourths of all orphans in the
community. Thae rwe nirp AIDS o@rms finm eiglt fimilies ud fluee cdrer orphans firorn two frmilies,
Most people felt compassion for the orphans in their community, but there was a differenoe between
non-AIDS orphans and AIDS orphans in the way they felg particularly in the acceptance from the
community. The e:<tent of discrimination against AIDS orphans has been declining but remains in
some sihrations. Discrimination is especially likely in siArdions of direct contact, suoh as eatin&
sleeping and play. The meaning of acceptance of AIDS orphans was constsucted by the ways of
thinking and the behavior of community members. The Sroe dimeasions of aoo@ce are; l) no
rejediur / no disiminatim and no rcftrsal to join aafufties 2) tfu linkge b*ueen peopb ud AIDS, atd 3)
cafutg/ heb md rd abondon. The factorc that affecrcd acceptance w€re child he&llh sta$s, appropriate
behavior of orphans, caules or opporhrnities of infection, love and bonds, good model of behavior,
social status and authority, and knowledge and understanding of AIDS. The process of acceptance
ofAIDS orphans is associated with increasing acceptance ofpatients with AIDS.

The three aspects of family care to orphans are physical, psychological, social and
educational. The degree to which care can be provided on these dimensions depends on the ability
and resources ofsaoh family. The community provides litle help to orphans and their families. AIDS
orphans and their frmilies may sutr€r fiom rariors problerns srrch as eoromic problems, discrimiution,
e{notidnl poblems, and insrfficiarcy of basic needs. Although drey receive some help from
governmental and non-govemmental organizations, the help remains inadequate, What many need
are educdional scholarships, support for basic needs, equal opportunities, and no discrimination.

The findings of this research may be used to establish srategies to address issues rplated to
AIDS orphans. In particular, to encourage the family and community to help orphans. By these
snegi€s, AIDS oiphans will have a frdle.
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