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The objective of this thesis is to study the phonological system and lexicons

used in food and consumption in Sukhaphiban Thabo, Nongkhai Province.

The result of the phonological study shows that Vietnamese language spoken

in Sukhaphiban Thabo, Nongkhai Province consists of twenty-one consonant

phonemes: /lc, d, ?, t, c, k, th, y,z,y, h,f, s, x, m, n, F,0, I, w, j/, eleven single

vowelphonemes: I L,e, t, Iu, o, A, a, a:,11, o, c /, threediphthongphonemes: / ie,
ue, uo / and six tone phonemes: mid-level tone, mid-falling tone, high-rising tone,

high falling-rising tone, mid-rising tone, and low-dipping tone, where the syllable

structure is C(C)V(C)T. There are three types of intonation groups: falling contour,

rising contour, and rising falling contour. The phonological system of the Vietnamese

spoken in Sukhaphiban Thabo, Nongkhai Province is similar to the Northem

Vietnamese or Hanoi dialect because their ancestors migrated lrom Hanoi. Within

these dialects, however, there are a few significant phonological variants of the

consonant phonemes.

The study of lexicon in food and consumption show the division of terms

into four groups: categories of food, terms of ingredients, terms used for food

preparation, and cooking terms. Moreover, there are consumption behaviors which

I 
show the influence of the environment, beliefs, and values of the society's effect on

I consumption selection.

The study of the Vietnamese language in terms of phonology and lexicon

shows that there is a logical lexical constmction and selection within this language in

reference to food.
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