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The purpose of this thesis is to study the structure and use of addressing terms by
Chaozhou people in Bangkok. Two social features were considered: 1) age and 2)
gender of the addressees. A questionnaire was used to collect the data used in the
study, and the data was analyzed by means of percentages.

The results of this study reveal that words used as addressing terms fall into two
categories: pronouns and nouns. There are twelve forms of addressing terms,
consisting of one part, an obligatory part. The obligatory part can be a single unit or a
combination of two or more units, which must be arranged in the following order:
pronoun/title, ordering, kin terms, occupation/position and name consecutively.

A comparison of the difference between the use of Chaozhou and Thai addressing
terms shows that, to address kin, most Chaozhou people use Chaozhou addressing
terms, but use Thai address terms when addressing non-kin. It is also observed that
younger people use Thai addressing terms more than older people do.

The use of addressing terms when addressing kin is conditioned by generation,
age and gender. When addressing non-kin, age, gender, status, ethnicity and
familiarity are realized. For a fuller understanding, occupation, education and
language used in the family are to be considered as well.

Very important in this study is the fact that the use of addressing terms of

Chaozhou people in Bangkok reflects the importance of the kinship system.
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