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This thesis aims to study Bhikkhuni Woramai Kabinlasing’s conception of Bodhisattva
as a case of Buddhist development theory. This study explores the Bodhisattva conception of
development, the binary logic that underlines Buddhist development theory, the techniques of
politics of exclusion that lies in Buddhist development theory, and the limitations of Buddhist
development theory.

Buddhist development theory views the capitalist development in two negative ways.
Buddhist development theory holds that the unbalanced development between mind and material,
caused by blindly following the capitalist development, modernization, industrialization, and free
market economy has destroyed the Buddhist utopian original community and Thais’ worldviews
and morality based on Buddhist teaching. Hence, Buddhist development theory proposes that the
way to solve the social crisis caused by capitalist development is to educate and induce Buddhist
worldviews and morality into people. From the picture of development painted by Buddhist
development discourse, we can see that Buddhist theory uses several binary couplets to construct
its own meaning or center. These binary couplets include: the binary of we/other, mind/material,
utopian original community/contaminated capitalist community, complete knowledge/partial knowledge,
quality of life/quantity of life, martyrs/suffering beings, and structural/individual.

After forming these binary couplets, Buddhist development theory uses four techniques
to exclude itself from the capitalist development. These four techniques include: the technique of
backgrounding, the technique of radical separation, the technique of relational definition, and the
technique of homogenization. The technique of backgrounding implies that Buddhist development
theory tries to give itself a central meaning by denying the existence of the capitalist development
theory. The technique of radical exclusion implies that Buddhist development theory tries to
separate itself from the capitalist development theory by constructing its significant characteristics.
The technique of relational definition implies that Buddhist development theory hierarchically
defines the capitalist development theory as hierarchically relation to Buddhist theory, claiming the
superiority over the capitalist development theory. The technique of homogenization means that
Buddhist discourse neglects to see the differences that lie in its couplet, treating its couplets with
Buddhist standard.

The binary couplets and the techniques of politics of exclusion give Buddhist development
theory limitations. These limitations include: the limitation in nostalgia for the original community,
the limitation of neglecting the differences that lies in the societies and the world, and the
limitation of suggesting structural ways of social problem solving. These three limitations make
Buddhist development theory unable to propose a new way of developing alternatives that go
beyond the binary logic- you have to take aside: either Buddhist development theory or the
capitalist development theory. This binary logic limits the co-learning between the supporters of
capitalist development theory and the supporters of Buddhist development theory. These three
limitations also make Buddhist development theory unable to capture students’ interest and propose
the new explanation of contemporary society, which is the hybridity of traditional, modern, and
postmodern society. Finally, Buddhist development theory emphasizes only individual scale,
treating society as the sum of the individuals; thus, Buddhist development theory fails to give
explanation, develop society, and solve social crisis in the structural scale.
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