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This research was performed to study levels of democratic behavior of
Mahidol University students and to describe factors affecting the democratic
behavior of Mahidol University students: The target group was composed of 400
Mahidol University students in the second semester of the academic year 2000.
Students were selected by multi-stage random sampling. Experts checked
questionnaires and examinations. Primary data analysis utilized frequency,
percentage, means, and standard deviation while analysis of differences among the
factors affecting democratic behavior was done by Multiple Regression Analysis.

The results of the study showed that the students had democratic behavior |
at the high-level, acceptance of the value of the patron-client system at the
moderate level, good attitude towards democracy, moderate personality between
introvert and extrovert, had democratic upbringing by the family at the high level,
democratic close friends group at the high level, participated in student activities at
the moderate level, and followed political information at the moderate level.

Factors affecting the democratic behavior of Mahidol University as
internal factors were attitude towards democracy and personality types, while
external factors were upbringing by the family, close friends group, and field of
study. The factors most affecting democratic behavior, in descending order were
upbringing by the family, attitude towards democracy, personality types, close
friends group, and field of study; the students in the health sciences had more
factors affecting democratic behavior than other fields. All factors could predict the
democratic behavior of Mahidol University students at 46.2 percent. Factors not
affecting the democratic behavior of Mahidol University students were acceptance
of the values of patron-client system, participation in student activities, and
following political information.

Although the results of this research found that Mahidol University
students had democratic behavior at the high level, organizations that are related to
democratic development should encourage family and educational institutes to
promote knowledge and understanding of the importance of democratic behavior,
for socialization of persons from the childhood years, to display behavior that is
appropriate to politics and government now.
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