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This thesis is an attempt to present a phonological study of Hsing-ning
Hakka in Muang District, Ratchaburi Province and a comparison between the
phonological system of Hsing-ning Hakka and Yunnanese Chinese by using the
Tagmemics theory.

The phonological system in Hsing-ning Hakka shows that there are 21
consonant phonemes: /p, ph, t, th, k, h, ?, ts, tsh, ts, tsh, f, v, s, s, z, h, m, n,
1, 1/, six single vowel phonemes: /1, €, a, 1, 9, U/, seven diphthongs: /ia, 19, iu,
a1, au, o1, ul/ and one triphthong: /iau/. There are four tonemes: /1/ mid level tone

/2/ high falling tone /3/ high level tone and /4/ low level tone. The syllable structure

is CV(V)(V)T. There are two types of syllables: open syllable and closed syllable.
Intonation is divided into two types: a rising contour and a falling contour.
Intonation can be predicted as it depends on whether the final syllable of the
statement is rising or falling.

The results of the comparative study between the phonological system of
Hsing-ning Hakka and Yunnanese Chinese show that neither language has

consonant clusters. Hsing-ning Hakka still preserves the retroflex: / ts, tsh, s, z/
while Yunnanese does not. Hsing-ning Hakka has two plosive final consonants: /t,
k/ and two nasal final consonants: /n, 1)/ while Yunnanese Chinese has only one

nasal final consonant: /n/. The vowel length in neither language is phonemic.
Syllables in both languages can be classified into an open syllable and a closed
syllable. Only Hsing-ning Hakka has a tonal sandhi.
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