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Mon is one among many ethnic groups in Thailand. One of Mon’s well known
settlements is in Phrapradaeng district Samutprakamn. This ethnic group has rich culture and
traditions worthy of in depth study, especially their “Spiritual Dance” (PITEE RUMPEE), a
performance normally practiced during “Phrapradaeng mon” funeral ceremony. The objeciive of
the study is to look into the historical, social and cultural aspects of the ceremony as well as social
role and related musical instruments used.

This research is anthropological oriented, using qualitative research methodology.
Data collections and field works were conducted from October 1997 to May 1998. The results of
this study can serve as an explanation of the social role, as well as various aspects of culture, and
traditions of the Phrapradaeng Mon “S;;iritual Dance”.

The study reveals that the Mon ethnic group migrated to Thaﬂand, particularly the
Phrapradaeng district, some 200 years ago. One of their unique practices is the “Spiritual Dance”
which is also related with their traditional way of life. This “Spiritual Dance,” together with other
practices and former beliefs which have been performed are now changing in some respects.
However the “Spiritual Dance” still exists and is ﬁormally performed at funeral ceremonies but
is limited to only 15 “Dried Corpses” (long kept bodies). The important components of the
performance are dances and musical instruments. In the past this performance was strictly-
practiced but these days, due to the social factors, the popularity of this performance has been
lessened. In other words, now — a — day people tend to lead their lives in a more scientific ways
and the belief in spirits as held in the old days has been eroding fast. The changing of social
values is reflected in rather more casual practices in this “Spiritual Dance”. Modernization is in

vgeneral considered to be one of the factors influencing the change of cultural and traditional
beliefs.






