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There has been increasing interest regarding age-related changes in mental
ability or cognitive functioning of adults. Dementia is an acquired syndrome of the
elderly. Some investigators have reported the presence of cognitive-linguistic
impairment among elderly individuals with dementia. To differentiate between
normal elderly and dementia patients, a special test concerning cognitive
communication should be developed. A Thai version of the Arizona Battery for
Communication Disorders of Dementia (ABCD) was adapted for assessing the
communication performance of Thai subjects. The purposes of this study were to test
the validity and reliability of the Thai adaptation of the ABCD and to compare
communication performance between normal younger and older adult subjects by
using this test. In a pilot study, the reliability of this adapted test was computed and
analyzed by using the test-retest method with twenty normal young adult Thai
subjects. Content validity was evaluated by three experienced speech and language
pathologists. For the experimental study, 60 normal younger adults ranging in age
from 20 to 35 years and 60 older adults ranging in age from 60 to 80 years were
included as subjects. Their educational levels ranged from prathom 4 to the master’s
degree level. Both groups of subjects were administered the Thai adaptation of the
ABCD. Their responses were scored following the recommended ABCD scoring
system and analyzed by using a two-independent sample t-test.

Three experienced speech and language pathologists concluded that all
subtests of the ABCD could assess communication performance related to cognitive
functioning in Thai subjects. The reliability coefficients of all subtests were above 0.7,
similar to the original ABCD test and were significant at 0.01 level. except for the
object description subtest. These results were similar to those of the original ABCD
and other studies. These results confirmed that the Thai adaptation of ABCD had high
test-retest reliability. The results of this study demonstrated that older subjects had
significantly lower mean raw scores than younger subjects on most subtests (p< 0.05)
except on comparative question, word learning-free recall, object description, and
generative drawing subtests. The comparative question subtest was the easiest task.
Word learning-free recall, object description and generative drawing subtests assessed
episodic memory and linguistic expression. These subtests were very difficult for both
groups of subjects. Both groups could perform on most subtests similar to age-
matched subjects in other studies. From the results of this study. it was concluded that
the Thai adaptation had sufficient validity and reliability. Therefore, the Thai
adaptation of ABCD could be used for assessing cognitive communication
performance of Thai subjects.




Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis /v

1937449 RACDM -’33 : amuianAmamsdonanumne ; e,
@miRandnumsFoaanming
pRQRl  AINAATY msanyulsufounnyauselumsdennumioveiny
1Jﬂﬁ"iﬂé’iwmjuaﬁuqamtﬂmi%’uuwﬂﬁaueﬁimmﬁm%u‘iﬂmmﬁﬂﬂﬂaﬂummsﬁ'amm
winolufthuanuidon (THE COMPARISON OF COMMUNICATION PERFORMANCE
OF NORMAL ELDERLY AND YOUNG ADULTS ON THE THAI ADAPTATION OF THE
ARIZONA BATTERY FOR COMMUNICATION DISORDERS OF DEMENTIA [ABCD)).
AvERsTIMIAILANINGTIINGT : Sunide wivnlszaly, wu., A, M.Sc. mgaidnyedl
Suswausa, M., s, 155a1l qussudana, M.Sc. 121 M. ISBN 974-04-0735-8
°lu§]ﬂqﬁuﬁﬂﬁclv’i'mmau“lﬂu@"mmmmmsmmzﬂﬁwﬁmiﬁmwmfmm'ﬁ
Lﬂéuuuﬂmmnmqumi’;’u Tsnawoudow (dementia) 1 Tsaiinuludgeoy Suiusadai
ﬁu“l%ﬁuanmvmaaumw‘&a‘iﬁaﬁuutjﬂéﬂwiﬁﬂﬁuamﬁanﬁné’qamqﬂﬂa HUUNANBUDLS
Tcnuuﬁa‘?wmmmmm“lumsﬁ'ammwmwmé’ﬂ’;uauamﬁan 'lﬁ’gﬂﬁwmﬂszqnﬁmtﬁa

<3 a9 a A [ z 2 q’:
lﬂulluumﬂﬁﬂu‘ﬂi‘vﬂizﬂJuﬂ')'11]ﬁ’nnﬁﬂaluﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂﬂ')']uw“'lﬂmﬂ\?ﬂu.lﬂﬂ AYUUNITANHING

14
IS

ﬁmmqﬂs:mﬁnﬁamﬁaummﬁmmauazﬂamﬁu%ﬁmmuuumaau wWeAnyInW
ansalumsdennuminevesauin@iodnajunz Sugeeny uaznSouidsunnuaunsaly
msAernumusvesnuin@odInajiuiogeey mmdeiuvemumaaeuiivsziiy
1ot test-retest Tuauln@ioglngi$mau 20 au (219 2035 1) wuhuvunageuis e
f}’uiunﬂuuumaauﬁy«wi 0.7 3 1.0 (p<0.01) BNAULVUNATBY object description HAZAN
m"\mﬁmmammﬁ{ﬂméaﬂsznﬁuTﬂuﬁﬂuf’{"hlmimﬂé’ﬁmmmﬁmm 3 ¥ #a 3 muagy
TMMARLUNATBULBYYBY ABCD amnsadszuanuaansalumsdeanumunefuaung
8 ﬂéuﬁaadwaﬁ‘lﬁumﬁﬁu%ﬁﬁﬁa autln@led Inaisuau 60 au (91 20-35 1) wozToge
91gF 1IN 60 AU (81Y 60-80 AL) sedumsAmnduEuszoufn TR 4 Seszdudinan
n ﬂ'cjuﬁmtiwﬁyaﬁmﬁmuwﬂﬁﬂu ABCD HazAffzlUUMuUNMIAAAZIUNYBY  ABCD
afanldlunisAmnadsiine Aunde dufioauunasgIy uazan rest
wansnymuidienSouioummsolumsfonnumnuszniauiodngiy
Agorglinnuuananiuesnitsddgmeadfoniunes 4 wuUNAaBUEoy Comparative
question, word learning recognition, objective description and generative drawing subtests LIS
mﬂmsﬁﬂmﬂszaf;wuimdumﬂauﬁyqammjummmﬁumumaﬂu"lﬁ'ﬂzuuuqﬂmﬁan
nnuvLMATBUSeLMIToUS UM ANYEY dnfunuumeagey ABCD tezfumumaaeui

ﬂ'!il'lii‘lﬁﬁJﬂ%iUﬂ’li%ﬂﬂ’ﬂllﬂnﬂi ﬂ“lumsﬁammwmuiuﬂu"lm'lﬁ'






