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This study aimed to investigate the motivation in Methamphetamine use among the sugarcane workers
in Saraburi province. The association between the cause of Methamphetamine use and social background, intrinsic
motivation and extrinsic motivation were investigated. A standardized structured questionnaire was performed by
interviewing 127 sugarcane workers who had a positive Methamphetamine result from a urine test. Data were
analyzed by using mean, percentage, standard deviation, Chi-square test and Pearson Product Moment Correlation
Coefficient with 95% confidence interval. A semi-structured questionnaire for indepth interviews was used with
selected key informants.

The research result showed that the majority of the participants were male with an average age of 31
years. Most of them had finished compulsory primary school. Social background factors which were significantly
associated with the cause of Methamphethamine use were age, sex, marital status, number of children, and number
of children studying at school, income, and hobbies. Moreover, an association between the causes of
Methamphetamine use and intrinsic motivation especially the sex drive (p <0.05), was also found. In addition the
study revealed that the cause of Methamphetamine use was significantly associated with extrinsic motivation i.e.
group recognition.

Recommendations arising from this research are as follows:

1. Law enforcement must be strictly emphasized for both Methamphetamine producers and sellers .

2. Government should promote local product producing groups in the village to generate more income.

3.Goverment should detect unfair payment and see to it that minimum wage and over-time payment are
enforced.

4. Government should provide some welfare for children in rural areas such as scholarships, free lunches
and free school buses.

5. Sugarcane business owners should provide recreation areas, free lunches, free accommodation and

child education support as appropriate.






