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This research aims at studying the welfare and problems of elephant in tourism
business in Thailand to establish a higher quality of living for the elephants. The research
focus on the status of tourism elephants including their welfare, mahouts’ s knowledge on
elephant management and problems associated with elephants raising in tourism business.
The research also analyzed means of raising captive elephants, their feeding behavior,
working hours, mahouts’ s care of sick elephants, breading opportunities, and problems
occurring with elephants in tourism business.

The research methodology is a survey research analyzed in percentage and also
using a descriptive analysis by comparing the existing data to the animal welfare standard,
which have been literally reviewed from related documents.

The research showed that the elephants that belong to the owner of a camp have a
better welfare of the food intake more than the elephants that do not belong to the owner of
a camp. The welfare of water intake, working hours, mahouts’ s care of sick elephants,
breading opportunities are not different. The problems found in tourism business in
Pattaya is the non-variety and inadequate of elephant’s foods. Pineapple stem is a main
food for the elephants and a problem of elephant crops raiding. The knowledge in elephant
management and the understanding of elephant’s behavior of the mahouts have an effect
on elephant welfare.

The results of this research could be used to develop and manage the elephant in
tourism business and to promote a better standard of living for the elephants. The data can
also be used to manage the elephants in other elephant camps for a better welfare of

elephants in tourism business in Thailand.
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