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This study aims to examine characteristics or patterns of migrant adjustment in
Thailand in three stages: adjustment stage, assimilation stage and integration stage and also to
examine the factors affecting these three stages of migrant adjustment.

The data for this study is taken from the National Migration Survey of Thailand
(NMS), a study conducted in 1992 by the Institute for Population and Social Research,
Mabhidol University. The sample used is 516 migrant laborers, moving from one province to
another for a period of one month or more, aged between 15-44 years and excluding return
migrants . In the data analysis, distributions and cross-tabulations were used for explaining
characteristics or patterns of migrant adjustment whereas logistic regression, multinomial
logistic regression and multiple regression analyses were employed in the analysis of the
factors affecting migrant adjustment.

The most crucial findings were as follows: in the adjustment stage, employment
problems were the most crucial during the first month for male migrants, first-time migrants
and the unemployed; income problems were most crucial for married migrants and those
moving together with a large number of relatives; and for those having no relatives or friends
at their destination, living place problems were the most crucial ones. At the assimilation
stage, migrants of older age, of agricultural occupation. At the moving into rural areas were
found to be more satisfied than any other occupational groups of migrants and at the
integration stage, migrants moving into rural areas, being married, socially satisfied and
feeling attached to their current living place were more likely to have the intention to stay
permanently. Those moving into rural areas were more likely to own land and houses than
those moving into urban areas.

Policy implications of this study include: 1) The establishment of a public information
center for migrants for dissemination of necessary information for the migrating decision and
preparing oneself to cope with the possible problems; 2) The establishment of counseling
centers for migrants, who currently need assistance and advice on the matters in the highly
dense areas of migrant population, such as in Bangkok and its vicinities and the like; and 3)
Provision of permanent and low-budget housing for migrants who could integrate themselves

readily into urban society.
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