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PHUNNEEPINYARAT:STUDY OFCONDITIONSANDPROBI EMISOFTHAITRADITIONAL CLINICSINCENTRAL THAILAND.

The objective of this qualitative research is to determine the present condition of the administration of Thai traditional clinics and
the courses of action for future development and public acceptance.

The rtswdlsumiedmewndiﬁomofclmi(s,lhepmammdmdsofmmagmmtmdmw,ﬂ:equaliﬁcaﬁonsof’lhai
traditional doctors, and any problems or obstacles. The study took data from 137 traditional clinic owners or doctors, 3 officers from the
Medical Registration Division, and4 officers from the Consumer Protection and Pharmaceutical Unit in provincial health centers. Data
was collected from documents, surveys, questionnaires, in-depth interviews, observation and focus group discussion.

The study determined that :

®  67.9%of Thai traditional clinics were situated in Bangkok.
®  Therewere3 typesoftraditional clinic. Inorder of the number of clinics they were Thai traditional medicine, traditional Chinese
medicine, and massage, Traditional Chinese medicine was found in abundance in the Chinatown area of Bangkok and massag
®  54.8%of theclinicshad been open for less than a 10-year period.
®  89.3% of the clinics provided more than one type of service.
® 'Ihemoﬂpopularsavice(ﬁ.z%),aswe]lasbeinglhcmostlucmﬁve,wasﬂlesaleofhezbaldmgsandherbs. The second
mostpopular (56.9%) was traditional treatment and the third (30.7%) was massage.
®  54.0%oftheclinicshad less than 100 patients per month.
®  83.0%oftheownerswere also traditional doctors, and93.3%of all of the traditional doctors hadatraditional medicine licence.
L Asignificant number of the Thai traditional clinics were neither orderly nor hygienic and the public doubt theii efficiency.
The development of Thai traditional clinics was being hampered by a lack of clarity with regard to the relevant laws, lack of
development oftheknowledge of Thai traditional medicine, lack of govemmental support and control, and lack of available budget.
'Ihesmdysuggmadlhatinoxdermdeveprhaitadﬂimalmedicheandclﬁ:icshegovanmaﬁshoﬂdEkeﬁefoﬂowhgslzeps:

®  Defineaclearpolicy on Thai traditional medicine and clinics.

®  Re-orgenize the concemed sectors and develop human potential.

®  Develop Thai traditional medical education.

®  Establishand enforcea standard for traditional clinics.

®  Organize a confrolling Thai traditional medicine committee.

e Bring Thai traditional medicine into the government health service.

® * Providesufficient budget to implement andmonitorall of the above iters.

Thai traditional medicine has an important part to play in the future development of Thailand. Doubts existing in the minds of the
publicand areluctance to accept traditional medicine have to be removed.






