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This research aims at studying the status of mahouts and elephants. The study
divided mahouts and elephants into three groups according to their occupations as they are in
logging industry, in tourism sector, and not belonging to any organizations.

The research studied  the backgrounds of the elephants and mahouts, beliefs and
traditional means of raising elephants, the way of life and status of mahouts, working
characteristics, and problems associated with elephant raising. The research also analyzed
means of raising domestic elephants, their feeding behavior, mahouts’ care of ill elephants,
breeding oppartunities, and problems occurring with domestic elephants in different

occupations.

The research and methodology employed the following concepts and theories : the
cultural ecology theory, inception, adaptation theory, basic needs theory, and conceptual
frameworks on preserving Thai elephants.

The research showed that traditional beliefs regarding elephant raising were common

to all three groups. The research also examined the problems that were specific to each group.

Methods of raising elephants were appropriate to the area and working characteristics
. Also it was observed that Western healing methods for elephants are becoming more popular
than traditional herbal methods. The research also identified problems that occurred for
domestic elephants employed in the logging industry and that caused the elephants to become
mentally and physically ill.

The results of this research could be used to develop a plan to solve the problems
facing mahouts and  their elephants without overlooking the social and cultural context in
which they work.






