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The purpose of this study was to investigate the history of 'R' in Thai. The

objective was divided into two sub-topics: the first one was the representation of
Proto-Tai *r, *hr and *Cr in modern Tai diatects and the second topic was the history

of 'R' in Thai Sukhothai.

The data used for the first topic were mainly drawn from A Handbook of
Comparatle Tai (Li Fang Kuei 1977) and for the second topic the data were drawn

from the Sukhothai inscriptions as well as some relevant documents.

The results showed that Proto-Tai *r and *hr were developed into r, l, tq 6

and y in the eighteen Tai dialects and the Proto-Tai consonant clusters were mostly

developed into the single consonants. According to Li (1977), Proto-Tai *r was

developed into r- in Siamese but this study assumed that it was developed into h-.

Therefore, this finding supports the history of 'R' in Thai Sukhothai that the present

/r/ is not a heritage phoneme of Thai. It was hypothesized that once there was a low h

(a) in the spoken Sukhothai but this sound was represented in the written language by

{:} and was pronounced as [] and [h]. Later, in order to be separated from ll/, {zl
was pronounced as [r] after the written form.
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