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This study was undertaken to evaluate survival outcomes and prognostic factors of
epithelial ovarian cancer patients diagnosed and first treated at Ramathibodi Hospital
between January 1, 1993 and December 31, 1997. There were 249 patients evaluated. The
follow up time ranged from 1-83 months (median 34 months). The overall 5-year survival
was 47.83 percent. The median survival time was 57 months. According to the univariate
analysis, ovarian tumor size, staging, histological grading, and residual tumor size were
found to be significant prognostic factors for survival. According to the muitivariate
analysis by Cox’s Proportional Hazards Model, only staging (P=0.000) and histological
type (P=0.011) remained independent prognostic factors for overall survival. The
epithelial ovarian cancer patients in the advanced stage had a risk of death 4.38 times
higher than those in the early stage (95% confidence interval 2.77 to 6.92) and epithelial
ovarian cancer patients with a clear cell type had a risk of death 1.96 times higher than
those with a non-clear cell type (95% confidence interval 1.17 to 3.29). These prognostic
factors should be considered in patient counseling and treatment planning.
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