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The objectives of this research are to study the general characteristics of 45

female amphetamine abusing inmates and to study the factors related to their first-time

amphetamine abuse behaviors in terms of consumption, sale and consumption and sale.

The research is qualitative in nature based on a case-by case analysis with the emphasis

on famity background, living conditions and behavioral aspects of amphetamine

abuses. The case studies were collected in the Central Corrections Institute for Female

Drug Offenders in May,2001.

The findings revealed that most inmates had a lower education level, unstable

occupations, low incomes and were married with strained family relationships. Most

lived in congested communities where drugs are prevalent. Causes of amphetamine

offences were reported as from the inmates themselves, community environment, social

problems, economic problems and addicted friends. Addicts were also agents or

sellers. The prevalence of drugs stems from attractive monetary profits, unabated

customers and the existence of drug carriers.

Following the results of this research, it is suggested that congested

communities should be developed as drug-free zones. Good family relationships,

community participation and getting away.from addicted friends should be prornoted

and encouraged as preventive measwes to stamp out amphetamine problems. Further

studies should focus on preventive and corrective measures related to amphetamine

offlences by employing the participatory action research (PAR) method together with

community strengthening processes.
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