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Abstract

The objectiVes of the thesis are to study the historical background of Moh Poam, a
folk healer, the effects of social and cultural contexts on his survival and to collect his
intellectual knowledge in regarding bone-treatment. The data have been obtained by an in-
depth interview, participatory and non-participatory observations from June 1995 until April
1996.

The result of the study shows that the factors maintaining the folk bone-treatment
are physical, social and cultural factors which include geographical condition of the
community, transportation, health care system, ecomics, education, family and kinship
systems, religious beliefs and traditions and the good practice of the healer.himself These
factors have long provided Moh Proam with opporiunities to gain and preserve the
knowledge and experiences in bone-treatment. It also shows the acceptance of the
community towards the folk bone-treatment.

After learning the methods of bone-treatment from a monk, Moh Proam has been
practising it with the patients for more than thirthy four years. He is able to integrate the
modern techniques of suture into the folk bone-treatment. Knowledge of his bone-treatment
includes the understanding of the bone structure, characteristics and function of bones,

types of bone fractures which are very useful for diagnosis by asking, looking, listening,



touching, tapping and moving.(To diagnose by touching the wounds and identifying the
cause and shape of the injured bone without medical technology is the disadvantage of the
folk bone-treatment) The process of folk bone-treatment comprises ritual, incantation,
meditation, blessing, bamboo splint and herbs.

A large number of the patients who come to Moh Proam .are those injured in
motorcycle accidents. Most of them are old, middle, and teenaged male working as
government officers and farmers. They come to him because they trust him and his
effective curing. Also they prefer a kind of treatment that both the patients and their
relatives can take part in it. Besides, they have a rather bad attitude towards modem
medicine.

The result of the treatment shows that 70 % of the bone fractures can fit in normal
position, 30 % is bend because those fractures can not being Sbinted by bamboo mat.
However, curing by folk bone healer takes shorter time than by modern medicine.

We can thus say that the folk healer and the knowledge of bone-treatment play an
important role in medical treatment. It is one of the alternative that keeps solving the bone
problem. Therefore, it is advisable that the government should promote and encourage the

development of the intellectual knowledge of folk healer.





