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Abstract

This thesis is the lexical items relating to the community-forest and environmental

conservation in Mien language as spoken at Tambon Pongtaw, Amphoe Ngao in Lampang

province. The data was collected through interviews, observation participation in the life of

the community. The lexical items reflecting the idea of community-forest are those

pertaining water, plants, animals, spirits and man. Componential analysis, folk taxonomy and

the lexical paradigmatic method are used.

It is found that the lexical items in Mien relating to community-forest reflect the

speaker world view regarding the idea of community-forest. The choices of lexical items

are logical and show clearly the relationship between language culture and environment.

The environmental conservation are indicated in their beliefs various ritual ceremonies

especial those concemed with supernatural power which influenced the people's way of

life. The Mien's world view on community-forest in preserving the natural environment as,

well as the identity of ethnic gruop,

o

a




