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The objectives of this study were to find the 6sanings of actions that
spouses define as violence, to identiff the levels of violence which are
classified as family problems, to study the meaning and levels of violence
that need social intenrention by neighbourhood and commrmity
leaders, and to study stategies of social intervention. The data was
collected from villages in Kratumban disrict, Samut Sakom province.
The target population were spouses, age 20-60 years.

This study found that a major cauie of violence came from economic
problems. As a result of economic problems, particularly low wage income,
many husbands used alcohol to release stress and as a way to entertain
themselves. Violence occurred among workers more than native villagers
because workers did not have any social support from relatives. Drinking
behaviour, use of narcotic drugs and garnbling were the other causes of
violence.'The 

meanings of violence were different among genders. Women
perceived that mental abuse was family violence while men felt only
physicat abuse was violence. Non-violent behaviour include the participants

to keep quiel to be glared a! to nrsh away, to forbid the spouse to make

friends, to call the spouse unatfractive, to have nonconsensual se:<, to try to
sell the partrers' belongings or to force wives to work outside. The
participants perceived these actions and behaviours as non-violent because

these were ways to solve fanrily problems. Men had different meaning on

performed actions in cotrast to wives. The actions or behaviours which
women consider as emotional abuse were to growl, to pusb, to intimidate to

assault. Men considered physical abuses were family violence only if wives

were injrned. If not, it was considered an accident with no intent to hurt

wives. Senral abuses were not mentioned by participants. Only men

mentioned that having senral relations was a means to apologise after a
quarrel or beating wives.- 

Social interventions for family violence were mostly performed by

women to bring friends out of the situation. Men did not want to intervene

with friends because they considered farnily problems to be private. Health

vohmteers atso fett that domestic violence were habitual behaviours

couples that should not be interfered by the profession Community leaders

were most concerned about their developing programs for solving farnily

violence.
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