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This study aimed to describe oral health problems and oral care utilization
patterns and to analyze oral care demands in a nral area. Uthong district in
Suphanbnri province was purposive selected. The samples were all household

members of 150 households which were randomly selected from 5 Tambols. The data

were drawn from 622 members in February-March 2000 by interviewing, observation

and oral examination. The descriptive and multiple regression analysis with Weight

Least Square Techniqtre were used to analyze the results.

As professional dehrsd., 85 % of the members had caries arrd 95.2 % had
periodontal diseases. 91.2% of tre members needed at least one tlpe of oral care.

Main oral care needs varied amonp the population groups. Children needed

restoration, extraction and scaling which are 61.0, 26.0 and 9.6 yo, respectively.

Elderly needed denture service, periodontal treatment, extraction and restoration79.2,

60.4, 54.7 and 22.6%, respectively whereas other adult groups mostly needed

periodontal teatnent and extaction wasi the last.

Only 24.6% of the members utilized oral care in 1999. Inequity of oral care

accessibility was obvious. Children and civil servants were more accessible than

others. The care sources mostly utilized were the public hospital and private clinic in
the district. The distance, price, wealth index, education and being beneficiaries under

Civil Servant Medical Benefit and Social Security Scheme significantly related to the

total of oral care in 1999 (R2 =0.41 at95Yo CI). Mixed oral care (Ep.io= 0.8) was

likely a necessary good, and extaction was an inferior good (E;nger. = -0.28). Whereas

60.8 % of the members reported the existence of oral health problems, only 26.4%

addressed the tentative demand in the near future. The highest demand was for
extraction and scaling and civil servants had the highest demand. The rnain oral care

sources were the public hospital and private clinic in the district.

Lnproving rural people's oral health, oral care accessibility and information

system of oratr health are recorlmended.
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