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This thesis studies the participatory role of the local inhabitants for the sustainable
development of Cha-am beach, a famous tourist attraction. The study is focused on the past
conditions of the beach compared with its present conditions, which hav: changed tremendously
since the influx of larger numbers of tourists. This work aims to encourage the inhabitants to help)|
solve the many emerging problems to develop and preserve the beach so that it remains a heritage

for the tourism in years to come.

The study shows that the problems of the beach include encrozchment of the beach by
hotels and restaurants, of some areas of Ruamjit Street by street vendors, unreasonable high food
prices, heavy traffic on weekends, insufficient parking area and shortage of running water as well as
certain environmental problems. These problems affect both the people and the local culture. These
problems ought to be solved carefully, with cooperation from the governmznt agencies, the private

sector and the local people.

The researcher proposed various approaches to improve the beach including the
following: raising public awareness, encouraging consciousness of the environment, teaching
appropriate use and preservation of natural ocean resources and promotion of local participation in
determining necessary rules and regulations for the achievement of the above objective. The
ultimate goal of the proposed strategies is to ensure that the self-supporting local society, under
changing economic conditions, can survive while promoting sustainable tourism development in the

region as well as preserving the unique culture and traditions of the Cha-am people.






