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3837305 LCRU/M : MAJOR : Rural Development Studies ; M.A. (Rural Development Studies)
KEY WORD ¢ The doctor bhikkhw/ Patients/ Treatments of disease

PHRAMAHA THANEE NUNTAVISAN : THE ROLE OF THE SANGHA IN
HEALTH CARE : A CASE STUDY OF PHRAKHRUCANTHAKHUNAWAT,
WATNAMWON, BANG-DUE SUBDISTRICT, MUANG DISTRICT, PATHUMTHANI
PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : YONGYUTH BURASITH, M.A., RUENGDET
PANKHUENKHAT, PhD.,, SAOWAPA PORNSIRIPONGSE, M.A. 263 p. ISBN 974-589-161-4

The purpose of thls research is to study a doctor bhikkhu’s biography, his role in
health care to people and various roles, the relationship between him and community and
villagers’ and concerned officers’ aititudes. Qualitative research is used as the methodology.

Thestudyshowsﬂmtasmgha becomes a doctor bhikkhu because of living with
folkdoctorsandhavmganmterest in folk medicine. He has a role in health care for both
internal-patients and extemal-*patlents Patients seek him bscause of the efficiency of his
medicines made of herbs and follke treatments of diseases and his of Buddhist occult rituals
and Thai traditional medicine such as massage. A large number of internal-patients take his|
medicines as supporting modern medicines. But external-patients who are low educated, earn
moome6000B/month,hvmg in rural areas seck him to do occult rituals and to take his
medwmes On the other hand, the dostor bhikkhu and the community have a mutually
supporting relationship ; that is, in the past rural areas caused the sangha become the doctor
bhikkhu but villagers got economic benefits and were proud of his honor.

The most villagers’ and concerned officers’ aftitndes encourage and accept the
doctor bhikkhm’s health services and suggest that he be accepted legally by govemme;xt
However, some public health officers suggest that the doctor bhildkhu should treat patients
treated by medem health service before and temples (Wats) be used as a convalescent hospitals
for desperate patients.






