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The main objective of this thesis is to present a phonological study of
Wa spoken at Ban Santisuk Moo 19. A phonological sketch of the phonemes,

syllable, phonological word and intonatiotr group is presented in a Tagrnemic
theory. The data of more than 1,000 words and some sentences were
atrnlyzed to provide a Wa phonology. The data was collected by intewiewing
informants who use Wa language in their daily life and also live in the
village.

The results of the study reveal that the phonemes are composed of 27
Consonant phonemes :/p, ph, -b, t, th, "d, c, ch, k, I*, ?, v, f, s, h, m, ,{r, n, p, J\ rJ,

!, l,!,r,$ jl, 9 single vowel phonemes '. I i,e, €, ur, a, a, u, o, c/, 1l
diphthongs : /ia, irq uri, ura, ei, ai, ao, ui, ua, oi, ci I art.d 2 triphthongs :

/ iaq uai /. There are four types of sy'lable : the major syllable, the minor
syllable, the presyllable and the nasal sflable. The major and minor syllables
can be either open or closed The presyllable can only be an open syllable.
The nasal syllable does not have the sfructure of a normal syllable because it
is not composed of a consonant and vowel but only a consolant. The nasal
syllable in this study is consisted of / m, n,4 /. There are three types of
word : monosyllabic wor4 disyllabic word and trisyllabic word. Each word-
type must be stressed strongly on the final syllable of word. There are two
types of intonation groups : rising contour and mid level contour. The rising
contour is used for commands aud questions, both content and polar
questions. The mid level contour is used for affirmative, negative and replied
statements.

In this study, it should be noted that the voiceless alveolar fricative I s ]
which is found rarely in the final position in Waic language but occurred in
Milne's short collection of Wa word still is retained finally in this dialect.
This final consorurnt / s / corresponds to proto.Waic *_s.
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