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The purpose of this research was to study the opinions and factors related to the opinions

of small scale fishermen and push net fishermen on coastal fishing rights in Suratthani Province.

A household survey on the opinions and factors related to the opinions concerning coastal
fishing rights and indepth interviews with the leaders of the fishermen in the area of Suratthani
Province were carried out. Three groups of fishermen were sampleed for interviews: capture
fisheries, aquaculture and push net fisheries. One hundred subjects from each group were
interviewed making a total of 300 fishermen under this study. Analysis of variance (ANOVA) and

multiple classification analysis (MCA) were used for data analysis.

The result shows that 54.0% of fishermen in the capture fisheries group and aquacultural
group agree with the principle of the coastal fishing rights at high level, and 70.0% of fishermen in
the push net fisheries group agree with the principle of coastal fishing rights at moderate level.
Factors related to the opinions on coastal fishing rights at the significance level of 0.05 are the
fishery types, the knowledge about environment, fishery resources management and coastal fishing
rights. Small scale fishermen and those in the aquacultural group have positive opinions on the
coastal fishing rights.

Knowledge about environment, fishery resources management and the principle of the
coastal fishing rights are factors related to the positiveness of the opinion on the coastal fishing
rights. The result indicates that the fishermen have knowledge about the coastal fishing rights at
moderate to low level. It is therefore necessary to provide better knowledge and understanding to

the fishermen before applying the co-stal fishing rights in the area.






