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The objective of this study is to determine the quantity and composition of the infections waste
from Siriraj Hospital. The process of separation, storage, collection and problems in waste management
were also evaluated. Segregation of the infections waste from other types of waste was done by the author.
A set of questionnaires on understanding and practice concerning infectious waste was sent to 350 hospital

personnel responsible for waste generation and 100 employees who collected and transported the waste.

The study revealed that Siriraj Hospital generated 833.70 kg/day, or about 0.5 kg/bed/day of waste
which was disposed of in the red bags for infectious waste. After segregation the infectious waste weighed
only 445.97 kg./day or 0.28 kg/bed/day. The Inpatient Department was the major source of infectious waste.
After segregation of the house-hold waste, the quantity of infectious waste decreased 385.03 kg/day or
46.51% of the total waste originally as infectious waste, or about 140 tonfyear. The main components of

infectious waste were plastics and rubber gloves.

The mean score of understanding of the definition of infectious waste was 88.70% for personnel
who generated - waste and 64.90% for personnel who collected and tra.nspbrted waste. There were
inappropriate practices in both groups leading to the inclusion of house-hold waste in the bag for infectious

wastes. Spillage of infectious wastes and sharps injuries were also discovered.

From the results of the study, the better management of infectious wastes in Siriraj Hospital
requires three approaches. Firstly, education of hospital personnel is essential to success. Secondly, proper
equipment such as viz : dust bins, containers for sharps, transporting carts and storage houses should be
provided. Finally, proper practice guidelines and supervision should be developed. A committee to oversee

the whole process is indispensable for an effective infectious waste management program in Siriraj Hospital.






