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Pathom Asoke Village, a religion-motivated community driven by particular ways of
living, was selected for this study with aims to determine the potential for economic self-reliance.
Factors and conditions encouraging the potential for economic self-reliance in the community were
also identified. Data collection was done using two types of data, secondary document analysis and
data primarily collected by in-depth interviews, and participatory observation

The result of this study indicated that the community economic system was formed by
the religion-motivated establishment of the community. The important concept in daily life and the
community economic system was called 'boon niyom' (making merit preference) driven by two
supporting factors: conditions and characteristics of the community including ideas, beliefs (faith),
values, notions about religion, and the Asoke network.

There were 2 criteria to determine the potential for economic self-reliance in the
community, finances and economic activity. Positive cashflow in the community increased the
level of economic self-reliance by financial criteria. However, a lower level of economic self-
reliance was found in economic activities, especially relating to agricultural raw materials.
Although low in economic self-reliance, the community itself feels otherwised because the majority
of raw materials come from the Asoke network, believed to be the same family.

Many aspects of potential economic self-reliance are obviously seen in this study. This
potential is the ability to manage cashflow, market mechanisms independently by an ability to
distribute income and welfare, personnel development in order to strengthen the community and
communication channels.

This concept is not easy to extend to other communities due to the particular
characteristics of Asoke members in three different ways: following the religious rules, public
utility systems and the Asoke network.






