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PLANNING FOR RTRAL DEVELOPMENT; M.Sc. (TECHNOLOGY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT)

:SUBDTSTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION (SAOY

FOTENTIALTry/LOCAL ENVTRONMENTAL PLANNING
CHITPRAPA BOONLOI : POTENTI.ALITY IN ENVTRONMENTAL PLANNING OF THE

SUBDISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANZATION: A CASE STUDY OF SONGKLA PROVINCE.

THESIS ADMSORS: RTTNGJARAT HUTACHAROEN, M.Sc. (TECHNOLOGY OF ENVIRONMENT
MANAGEMENT), OPART pANyA ph.D. (HIJMAN GEOGRAPHY), PORNTEAP PIMOLSATEAN,
Ph.D. (SOCIOLOGY). 109 p.ISBN 974-66r-307-3

Tanrbon Cormcils were upgaded to Subdistrict Admistration Organizatrons

(SAOs) by Royal Decree m2537. The change decentralised responsibility and gave more

arsonomyto SAOs.

This research investigates the potential capability of the SAOs in environmental
manageme,nt in the local areas. It focuses on the aspects of budget, personnel

developme,lr! information and legal power. It then usrcs a survey of opinions of differeff
groups of people, namely the SAO membrs, ttre local popularion" academics, NGOs,
administrators of the Ministry of Interior (MOI) and of Mnisfy of Science and

Techology (MST). The shrdy examined ll SAOs located in the Had Yai district of
Songkla province. Using structured survey questiomaires, a total of 133 sudects were
randomly selected and supplemeffed loy a field tecbnique called semi-structwed
interviewing of key informams. The key issue addressed was: 'T)o thse SAOs have the
environmental plarrning cap$ihty to match the expectation of the local pople, acade,mics,

NGOs and administrafors of the MOI and MST or not and why.T'

Statistical analysis by Al.fOVA (AI.fALISIS OF VARIAI,ICE) shows no significant

differences at the 95% confidence level of the parameters and means of the SAOs'
potential in environmental plaming as indicated by the target groups medioned above.

Further analysis shows the capability of the SAOs is modemte with means between 1.40-

2.90. This is in accordance with the results indepth interviewing analysis. It is found that
the reason the target subjects are satisfied with and well aware of the SAOs' present

potential is because they understand problems and limitations frced by the SAO me,mbers.

However, tloey expect that there should be more effort to enhance the SAOs' planning

capacity.

In conclusion, the SAOs have environmental planning capabrlity as expected by the
target groups. Brs this is because the people asked are aware of the limitation of the
SAOs. The test ofparameters indicats that their capability is mderate. It caq therefore,
can be argued that the present capabilities of thce SAOs is ulftely to guarantee suosess.

The target goups expct the SAOs to enhance their capabilities to be much greter than
at present.




