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Tambon Councils were upgraded to Subdistrict Admistration Organizations
(SAOs) by Royal Decree in 2537. The change decentralised responsibility and gave more
autonomy to SAOs.

This research investigates the potential capability of the SAOs in environmental
management in the local areas. It focuses on the aspects of budget, personnel
development, information and legal power. It then uses a survey of opinions of different
groups of people, namely the SAO members, the local population, academics, NGOs,
administrators of the Ministry of Interior (MOI) and of Ministry of Science and
Technology (MST). The study examined 11 SAOs located in the Had Yai district of
Songkla province. Using structured survey questionnaires, a total of 133 subjects were
randomly selected and supplemented by a field technique called semi-structured |
interviewing of key informants. The key issue addressed was: “Do these SAOs have the
environmental planning capability to match the expectation of the local people, academics,
NGOs and administrators of the MOI and MST or not and why?”

Statistical analysis by ANOVA (ANALISIS OF VARIANCE) shows no significant
differences at the 95% confidence level of the parameters and means of the SAOs’
potential in environmental planning as indicated by the target groups mentioned above.
Further analysis shows the capability of the SAOs is moderate with means between 1.40-
2.90. This is in accordance with the results in-depth interviewing analysis. It is found that
the reason the target subjects are satisfied with and well aware of the SAOs’ present
potential is because they understand problems and limitations faced by the SAO members.
However, they expect that there should be more effort to enhance the SAOs’ planning

capacity.

In conclusion, the SAOs have environmental planning capability as expected by the
target groups. But this is because the people asked are aware of the limitation of the
SAOs. The test of parameters indicats that their capability is moderate. It can, therefore,
can be argued that the present capabilities of these SAOs is unlikely to guarantee success.
The target groups expect the SAOs to enhance their capabilities to be much greater than
at present.






