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Mangosteen is an important fruit with high potential for export. However, the limitation of
monocropping of mangosteen production is irregular harvests. This is due to fluctuation of rainfall.
Thus, intercropping is an alternative system that should benefit farmers. However, cost-benefit analysis
was used to consider if this is a worthwhile investment. This study site was Amphor Lan Saka, Nakhon
Si Thammarat Province which has important planting area in Southern Thailand. The planting area in
this amphor also are becoming larger and producing more. The study was carried out in the production
year 1999/2000. Objectives of this studying were: 1) the investigation of characteristics of planting
mangosteen at Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, 2) an analysis of the financial benefits and cost of
producing mangosteen by both monocropping and intercropping methods and 3) a comparison between

both methods of mangosteen production.

According to the investigation of mangosteen production by monocropping and intercropping, it
was found that most farmers propagated mangosteen and prepared areas by themselves. Cultural
practices of weed control and fertilization were 2-3 times per year, pruning once a year, and irrigation
by using water tapping. The harvesting period was about one month. Mangosteens were sold in mixed
sizes. The price is mostly determined by middlemen. In financial analysis, net benefits of monocrop
and intercrop mangosteen planting became positive from seventh year and nineth year, respectively,
Based on the discount rates 10 % and 12.5 %, both types of mangosteen planting are feasible;
however, the net benefit of intercropping is larger than that of monocropping. Using the discount
rate of 10 %, the intercropping project has NPV of 112,955.79 baht/rai, B/C of 2.63 and IRR of
26.62 %; while the monocropping has NPV of 69,143.90 baht/rai, B/C of 2.02 and IRR of 19.00%.
Using the discount rate of 12.5 %, the intercropping project has NPV of 67,965.32 baht/rai , B/C of
230 and IRR of 26.62; while the monocropping has NPV of 33,727.82 baht/rai, B/C of 1.67 and
IRR of 19.00%. These results show that the mangosteen planting by intercropping system

generates more net benefit, and is more feasible than the monocropping system.
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