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Regional and global crises partially stern from the quality and behavioral
process of the population. The qualitative change of individuats towards civic
mindedness in the context of a clLseciety could explain an efficient problem-solving
processes as well as creates a more sustainable, popular s@tor, manage,lne,lrt capactty,

which could be promoted on a wider scale. The objective of this study was to study

the conditions and facilitating or hindering factors for the emerg€,nce of civic-
mindedness in the context of the Thai civil society.

The study employed the participatory obsernation method in 2 case studies

in Nakhon Pathom and Kanchanaburi and also a research survey of 127 participants

nationwide who had and I or were involved in the development process of public

consciousness in civil society. This was undertake,n to ftrttrer understand the topic of
investigation in awider scope.

The study results revealed that there were several dimensions to the civic-

minded characteristic. They included self-discipline in both personal and public

activity participation and internal self-restaint. These were necessary ele,me,lrts for an

individuat to put public interest atread of personal gain, collective participation for ttre

benefits of the majority in economic, social and political terrrs, possession of moral

courage, commihnent to derrocratic ideology, and the heatment of others as beloved

friends. Essential conditions for the emergence of civic mindedness in the Thai

context were horizontally related community with civic-ffided members, political

e$ality, cohesion and solidarity, mutual trust, social capital availabitity, political
participation and politicization process. Conventional kinship and pafronage systems

must be positive for civil society and civic mindedness. The kinship syste,ln was the

foundation of the'1$" concq)t and protected group's interests, creating the reciprocal

relationship. The patronage system created the notion of power from "giving" which

might raise the awareness of sacrifice to others. Therefore, in rural communities, civic

consciousness in the context of civil society could be created.

We suggest from the study that to create civic mindedness, social leanring

organization should be done on various occasions and means, zuch as, public and

cultural activity and particrpation, formation of social skills through public activities

and learning via career and work. The concept should be integrated in the formal

education system covering knowledge, practical skills, virtues and ethics of civic

citizenship. In the drive to attain a civil society, three essential aspects should be

imple,mented: the connection of roots and local wisdom with religious teachings, the

hansformation of innovative ideas into actual practice and systemic planning

stategies.
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