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Adolescence is the important period in the life which is characterized by changing
physical, emotion and social demands. Adolescence is a period of curiosity, especially
sexual, and therefore there are consequens of coitus at an inappropriate age, for example,
unwanted pregnancy, abortion and sexually transmitted diseases.

The objectives of this survey research are to study coital behavior and the
relationship of predisposing factors, enabling factors and reinforcing factors and factors
predicting coitus among single female youth of Udonthani Provincial Non-Formal
Education centre. Purposive sampling technique was performed to select 433 female
students with age of 15-24 years who were studying in secondary school and self-studying
at Udonthani Provincial Non-Formal Education centre. The data was collected during
Febuary 1st-28th, 1998 by using a self-administered questionnaire and analyzed by
percentage, mean, standard deviation, Chi-square test and stepwise multiple regression.

The results show that 25.4% of female youth had coitus. The mean age at first
coitus was 17.27 years old. Most of the partners were boyfriends and the number of
‘partners were 1-2. The frequency of coitus was 1-2 times per month. 29.1% of female
youth who had coitus got pregnant, and 65.5% of these had an abortion. Contraception
was occasionally used and a non-use reason was safe period. Condom was used as the
contraceptive of choice. The findings showed that the partners occasionally used condom.
25.5% of female youth who had coitus were infected with sexually transmitted diseases.
31.2% of female youth masturbated with frequency of less than once a month.

Factors which were significantly associated with coitus were age, knowledge about
AIDS, attitude toward sexuality, place of residence, freedom, having boyfriend, alcohol use,
exposure to pornography, going to entertainment places, having close friends who had
coitus, marriage status of parents and family relationship.

Using stepwise multiple regression analysis, predictable factors of coitus among
single female youth of Udonthani Provincial Non-Formal Education Centre were place of
residence, having boyfriend, having close friends who had coitus, attitude towards sexuality,
knowledge about AIDS, alcohol used, age and freedom which had the ability to predict
29.2% of coital rate.






