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THE STUDY OF VERBAL PRODUCTION OF SENTENCES IN

NORMAL CHILDREN AGED 4 YEARS TO 6 YEARS 11

MONTHS BY PICTURE ARRANGMENT.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the forms and
functions of children's utterances in the level of sentences.
The subjects were 210 normal children at 3 - different age
groups : 4 to 4.11 years old, 5 to 5.11 years old and 6 to
6.11 years old. There were seventy children in each age
group. The sentences produced by the children were recorded
while presenting the picture arrangement. In regard to the
production of the type of sentences, the results of this

study indicated that all children in each age group were



able to produce 3 types of sentences: affirmative, question,
and negative sentences. The Z-test for proportion revealed
that there were significant differences among the children
in each age group in sentence production. The older children
were able to produce the affirmative sentences less than the
younger children. On the contrary, the older children were
able to produce the question sentences more than the younger
children. However, there were no significant differences
between the children in each age group producing negative
sentences. In regard to the proéuction of the type of
question, the children were able to produce yes-no question,
who, what, where, why, how, how many and when. The 4
to 4.11 year old children were able to produce the
yes-no question with the most frequency; who-question, the
second most; and how many, the least. The 5 to 5.11 year
old children and the 6 to 6.11 year old children were able
to produce who-question with the most frequency ; yes-no
.question, the second most; and when-question, the least.
The Z-test for proportion revealed that there were
significant differences between the children in each age
group producing question types. The result indicated the
4 to 4.11 year old children were able to produce the yes-no
guestion more than the 5 to 5.11 year old children and the 6

to 6.11 year old children. On the other hand, the 6 to 6.11



year old children were able to produce question word "why"
more than the 4 to 4.11 year old children. There were no
significant differences among children 1in each age group
producing the question word "who", "how many” and "when".
In regard to the production of sentence functions, the study
revealed of the children were able to produce the following
sentence functions: giving information, seeking information,
conversation,request,negation,direction and command. All of
the children were able to produce giving information
function with the most frequency ; seeking information
function, the second most; and command function, the least.
The Z-test for proportion revealed that there were
significant differences between the children in each age
group producing functions of sentence. The results indicated
the older children were able to produce giving information
function less than the younger children. On the contrary,
the older children were able to produce the seeking
information function, and conversation function more than
the younger children. In adaition, the 6 to 6.11 year old
children were able to produce command function more than

the 4 to 4.11 year old children.
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