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Abstract

The purpose of thls research was to study the forms and

functlons of chlldren's utterances ln the level of sentences.

The subJects were zLO normal chlldren at 3 .dlfferent age

groups : 4 to A.LL years old, 5 to 5.11 years old and 6 to

6.LL years old. There were seventy chlldren ln each age

group. The sentences produced by the chlldren were recorded

while presenting the plcture arrangement. In regard to the

productl.on of the type of sentences, the results of thls

study lndlcated that all chlldren ln each age group were



able to produce 3 tlpes of sentences: afflrmatlve, questlon,

and negatlve sentences. The Z-test for proportlon revealed

that there were slgnlflcant dlfferences among the chlldren

ln each age group ln sentence productlon. The older chlldren

were able to produce the afflrmatlve sentences less than the

younger chlldren. On the contrary, the older chlldren were

able to produce the questlon sentences more than the younger

chlldren. However, there were no slgnlflcant dlfferences

between the chlldren ln each age group produclng negatlve

sentences. In regard to the productlon of the tlpe of

questlon, the chlldren were able to produce yes-no questlon,

who, what, where, IrhY, how, how many and when. The 4

to 4.LL year old chlldren were able to produce the

yes-no questlon wlth the most frequency; who-questlon, the

second mosti and how many, the least. The 5 to 5.11 year

old chlldren and the 6 to 6.LL year old children were able

to produce who-questlon wlth the most frequency i yes-no

.guestlon, the second mosti and 
. 
when-questlon, the least.

The Z-test for proportlon revealed that there were

slgnlflcant dlfferences between the chlldren ln each age

group produclng questlon t1pes. The result lndlcated the

4 to A.LL year old chlldren were able to produce the yes-no

questlon more than the 5 to 5.11 year old chlldren and the 6

to 6.11 year old chlldren. On the other hand, the 6 to 6.LL



year old chlldren were able to produce guestlon word 'why'

more than the 4 to 4.11 year old chlldren. There were no

slgrniflcant dlfferences amonq chlldren In each age group

produclng the quest,lon word 'whon, ohow many' and nwhenn.

In regard to the productlon of sentence functlons, the study

revealed of the chlldren were able to produce the followlng

sentence functlons: glvlng lnformatlon, seeklng lnformatlon,

conversatlonrrequestrneqatlonrdlrectl.on and command. All of

the chlldren were able to .produce glvtng informatlon

functlon wlth the most frequency ; seeklng lnformatlon

functlon, the second nost; and comnand functlon, the least.

The Z-test for proportlon revealed that there were

slgnlflcant dlfferences between the chlldren ln each alte

group produclng functlons of sentence. The results lndicated

the older children were able to produce glvlng lnformatlon

functlon less than the younger chlldren. On the contrary,

the older chlldren were able to produce the seeking

lnformatlon functlon, and conversatlon functlon more than

the younger chlldren. In addit.lon, the 6 to 6.L! year old

chlldren were able to produce conmand functlon more than

the 4 to 4.11 year old chlldren.
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