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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study guidelines for conservation of
naturally dyed hand woven cotton textiles in Tambon Ban Tan and Tambon
Nakhorua, Hod District, Tambon Sop Tia and Tambon Mae Soi, Chom Thong
District, Chiang Mai Province, which are major centers of hand woven textile
production. This research is divided into two sections: producers and consumers.
Within the group of producers, a group of 37 who actually do the dying were selected
for study (purposive sampling). As to the consumer group, they were selected from
Muang District, Chiang Mai Province, with a total of 200 being chosen using
accidental with quotas by area. Results of the study are summarized as follows:

1. PRODUCERS

Producers of hand woven textiles use either natural dyes or synthetic dyes.
Most produced fabric rather than finished products which are usually produced for
sale rather than for personal use. Knowledge of natural dying is passed on from
generation to generation. Most of the raw materials used in dying come from plants,
with the lac bugs and soil minerals also being used. Most of these resources are
found in reserved forests near the village. Usually, the methods used to obtain plant
material include efforts to conserve the plant, e.g., removing sections of bark but then
covering the spaces where the bark has been removed with mud.

As to the dying process, mordants are used, usually alum and sodium chloride
as a fixing agent. The fuel used is wood from the forest or orchards. Water used in
the dying process is from the same sources as drinking and household water, i.c.,
surface water and well water. The water is not treated in any way before being used
for dying. Disposal of waste water from dying generally amounts to pouring it onto
the ground. The residue from the dye stock, e.g., bits of wood, are used for fuel or are
mixed with water to form an alkaline solution for use as a mordant. There is no water
treatment system used. Effects on health are much less if natural dyes are used than if
synthetics are employed.



2. CONSUMERS

Surveys of knowledge of hand woven naturally dyed cotton textiles found that
most users are aware that there are two dying methods, natural dyes and synthetic
dyes. What consumers think of most when they consider hand woven cotton textiles
is conservation of Lanna culture. The favorite type of product mentioned was ready
made clothing and skirts (pha sin). The beauty of the design was most often cited as
the main motivation in selection of an item, followed by the texture of the material
and the quality of the weaving. Most of the products were purchased during festivals,
e.g., Thai New Year and Songkran, with consumers spending about 200-500 baht per
time.

The key locations were the items were purchased include the Night Bazaar,
Wororot Market, and production centers in Chom Thong and San Kampaeng, and at
festivals. Red and green were the favorite colors, followed by cream and brown. As
to sources of knowledge about hand woven cotton textiles, most respondents reported
their information came through word of mouth. Little information was obtained from
newspapers, brochures or fliers. .
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