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ABSTRACT

This is the study of factors affecting housewife decision on pesticide-free vegetables
consumption in Bangkok. The study based on the result from the two-month questionnaire
survey during the period of February to April 1995. :

The aim of the study is to indentify factors which affect Bangkokian housewives
decision on pesticide-free vegetables (pfv.) consumption. The data collected by interview, 326
cases, was devided into two groups, namely housewives decided to consume pfv. and
housewives decided not to consume pfv. at 150 and 176 cases respectively. The factors
employed in the study were: age; education; occupation; number of children in the family;
number of members in the family; total income; frequency of eating out; awareness of pesticide
residue in vegetable; receiving information about pfv.; and knowledge and attitude about pfv..
The SPSS/PC* Program was assigned for data analyses. Chi-squares, t-test, One-Way Analysis
of Varience and Analysis of Varience with Multiple Classification Analysis were the statistical
parameters for explanatory in this study.

The study result showed that the major cause affecting housewives decision on pfv.
consumption was health concern. While major cause affecting housewiv.es to discontinue pfv.
consumption was high price, the major cause affecting housewives decided not to consume pfv.

was lack of knowledge about the pfv. in any aspect.



The results pointed out that, statistically significant, the factors affecting housewives
knowledge, attitude and decision on pfv. consumption were: age; total income; frequency of
eating out; awareness of pesticide residue in vegetables; and receiving information about pfv.,
while number of members in the family did not affect knowledge, attitude and decision on
pfv. consumption. It was shown that the education affected only knowledge but not affected
either attitude or decision on pfv. consumption. The occupation affected knowledge and
attitude but not affected decision on pfv. consumption, and the number of children in the

family affected attitude but not affected knowledge and decision on pfv. consumption.

The analysis of relationship between knowledge, attitude and decision on pfv.
consumption found that knowledge, attitude and decision on pfv. consumption have positive

direction of relationship.

From the result of this study it is recommended that both the government and non-
government agency work in collaboration to promote the pfv. consumption. Its mission is to
aimming at supporting housewives to consume more pfv., by the means of: provision of
information and knowledge about the danger of chemical used in the farm and chemical
residue on products; dissemination of knowledge about pfv. to public; establishment of
particular market for pfv. products or green comer in supermarket through-out Bangkok and
suburbs. The market should foster a closer relationship between producer and consumer as
well. Set up the standard checking of pfv. products and its quality control for both the product
itself and its production process. The certified label to indicate quality of the products should
be introduced and finally to encorage the setting up of food shop or restuarant that use pfv. in

cooking.





