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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the levels and factors affecting public
participation in water bank projects in surin province, one of many provinces in northeast of
Thailand, that always has a water shortage problem. Five villages were selected by
purposive sampling and two hundred and fifty households were selected by systematic

sampling.

A structured questionnaire was used to interview the head of the household in order to
collect quantitative data. in addition, headmen were selected as key informants in a
group interview technique to make this research more complete. Field research was
conducted during the 8th to the 23rd of May 1995. Percentage, mean and medium were
used to describe general characteristics and Analysis of Covariance with Multiple Classification
Analysis were used to analyze the factors affecting public participation in the water bank

projects.

The study found that 53.6 percent of people have a low level of participation, 36.4
percent of people have a medium level of participation and 10 percent of people have a
high level of participation in water bank projects. The factors affecting people’s participation

significantly at 0.05 were perception of water bank information, water shpply training



experience, water shortage problem, age, knowledge of safe water and sufficient water
containing. The study showed that people who got more water bank information, have a
greater water shortage problem, have medium age, were the groups that have the most
participation in water bank project. In addition, people who have knowledge at medium level
have more participation than those who have high and low knowledge. People who have
sufficient watér containing have more participation than those who have not, also people who

have passed a water supply training course have more participation than those who have not.

Results of the study about people’s opinion in water bank project showed that half of

people thinked that water bank project can solve water shortage problem in medium level.

The importance obstacles in water bank project being found in this research were

people did not understand about the objective of water bank project.

The recommendation from this study is that the government should encourage people
to have more participation in water bank projects by promoting information that can prepare a

community ready to accept the project and have a high level of participation.





