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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis are to collect the classifiers in Buddhist Literary
Works during the Sukhothai period, Ayutthaya period and the present time and to
analyse the classifiers with Componential Analysis theory.

This thesis is devided Into 6 chapters as follows: the first chapter is an
introduction which gives details about the importances and the objectives of the study ...
etc. The second chapter is a literature review about the division of different periods of
Thai language, classifiers in Thai language and other languages and about
Componential Analysis theory. The third chapter is about the classifieré in Buddhist
Literary works in Sukhothai period. The forth chapter is about the classifiers in Buddhist
Literary‘ works in Ayutthaya period ;and The fifth chapter- is_about the classifiers in
Buddhist Literary works in the present time ; and the sixth chapter is the conclusion and
suggestion for further study. An appendix is given at the end of the thesis, presenting all
examples of classifiers in the sentences found in different periods of the Thai language.

The study finds that there are 567 classifiefs, which are devided into 140
classifiers of the Sukhothai period, 213 classifiers of the Ayutthaya period, and 214
classifiers of the present day Thai. All classifiers were grouped into 7 as the
following; 1. Noun classifiers 2. Measure classifiers 3. Type classifiers 4. Action Verb
classifiers 5.Repeater classifiers 6.Special classifiers 7. /An/ classifiers only the first 2
groups could be analysed with Componential Analysis theory. This is because the 5
remaining groups lack the main qualification for the Componential Analysis theory.
Finally, it is concluded that the differences and features of classifiers reflect language

usages of the Thai people in different periods.





